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Tracking Mail

Several counties reported a reduction in ballots received on Tuesdays, including
Election Day. While many counties use Intelligent Mail Barcodes (IMB) to track ballots
delivered to voters, most do not track ballots from the voter to the Elections office.
There are commercial companies who will provide tracking services using the USPS
IMB. One company is doing free pilots for counties in 2015. If you are interested in
participating in a pilot, please contact Sheryl Moss at (360) 902-4146 or
sheryl.moss@sos.wa.gov no later than Tuesday, September 8.

Partisan Office on the General Ballot

Does your 2015 General Election have a partisan office appearing on the ballot? If
so, there are two notices that must be included in your ballot materials.

1. The instructions that accompany a ballot must include the notice explaining
our Top Two process, per WAC 434-230-015(3)(k)(i). This notice may be
provided anywhere in the ballot packet such as on the ballot, the envelope,
or aninsert.

2. The party preference "read" notice must be printed in bold immediately
above the first partisan office, per WAC 434-230-015(6)(a).
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For a handy checklist of all ballot requirements for a General Election, see our OSOS
Ballot Format Checklist.

Presidential Primary | Envelope Orders & Cost Survey

We are preparing for contingencies related to the Presidential Primary, and we need
your help to plan. Please respond to our brief survey regarding envelope orders and
costs incurred to date: Presidential Primary Cost Survey. We greatly appreciate your
attention to this request--thank you!

Presidential Primary | Political Party Declarations

Each major political party submitted wording for its declaration to be printed on
Presidential Primary return envelopes. Our office certified the declarations and did
not modify them in any way. Each declaration must be printed with an accompanying
checkbox as well as the standard ballot declaration required by WAC 434-230-015.
During our upcoming Regional Training Workshop, we'll cover the new proposed
WACs and how to lay out return envelopes for the Presidential Primary.

View previous editions of Washington State Elections Weekly.
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